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Montana's  Teacher  of  the  Year 

Hal  Stearns,  history  and  sociology  teacher  at  Missoula's  Sen- 
tinel High,  has  been  selected  Montana's  Teacher  of  the  Year  for 
1985-86. 

Stearns,  in  his  twentieth  year  of  teaching,  is  especially  well 
respected  for  his  "Montana  Seminar,"  a  course  that  allows 
students  to  examine  contemporary  issues  in  Montana  through 
its  own  history.  With  the  cooperation  of  the  Missoula  Police 
Department,  he  also  designed  a  mini-course  in  criminology, 
which  has  become  a  model  for  other  secondary  schools. 
Stearns  is  active  in  both  professional  and  community  activities. 

Stearns  will  be  Montana's  candidate  in  the  National  Teacher 
of  the  Year  competition. 

Runners-up  were  Raymond  Campeau,  Bozeman  Sr.  High; 
David  Hashley,  Flathead  High,  Kalispell;  and  [ay  Sumner,  Arlee 
junior  High. 

Montana  ACT  Scores  Increase  Slightly 

The  scores  of  Montana  students  who  took  the  American  Col- 
lege Testing  Program  (ACT)  exam  in  school  year  1984-85  in- 
creased slightly  in  all  areas  except  mathematics,  where  they  re- 
mained the  same  as  the  previous  year.  Montana  students' 
scores  again  were  above  the  national  average  in  all  areas.  The 
scores  were: 
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Area      i 

MT  84-85* 

English 

18.5  (18.3) 

Math 

18.4  (18.4) 

Soc.  Studies 

18.3  (18.2) 

Nat.  Science 

22.4  (22.1) 

Composite 

19.5  (19.4) 

*Figures  in  parentheses  are  for  1 983-84 

Montana  composite  scores  were  .3  points  higher  than  the 
1 9.2  average  composite  score  earned  by  students  in  the  Moun- 
tain/Plains region,  which  includes  Colorado,  Idaho,  Kansas, 
Montana,  Nebraska,  North  and  South  Dakota,  Utah  and  Wyo- 
ming. 

In  Montana,  5,565  students  took  the  ACT  in  1984-85,  or  ap- 
proximately 53  percent  of  the  state's  high  school  students. 

Education  Board  Against  "90  Percent" 
Attendance  Rule 

At  its  last  meeting,  the  State  Board  of  Public  Education  voted 
against  a  rule  requiring  students  to  be  in  attendance  during  at 
least  90  percent  of  their  school's  total  instruction  time  in  order 
to  receive  academic  credit. 

Several  education  organizations  and  school  boards  were  op- 
posed to  the  "90  percent  rule"  on  the  grounds  that  it  would  in- 
terfere with  the  governing  authority  of  local  trustees. 


Rocky  Mountain  Talent  Search  Deadline 

Applications  for  the  Rocky  Mountain  Talent  Search  must  be 
postmarked  no  later  than  November  15  for  participation.  The 
Talent  Search  seeks  to  identify  students  grades  7  and  8  who 
reason  very  well  in  mathematics  and/or  verbal  areas.  Students 
who  show  academic  aptitude  will  be  eligible  to  take  the 
Scholastic  Aptitude  Test  (SAT-M,  SAT-V,  and  the  Test  of  Stan- 
dard Written  English),  normally  designed  for  above  average 
1 1th  and  12th  graders. 

All  middle  school  administrators  and  counselors  should  have 
received  Talent  Search  information.  If  the  information  has  not 
been  received,  call  Nancy  Lukenbill,  Specialist,  Gifted  and 
Talented  Programs,  Office  of  Public  Instruction,  444-4422  or 
1-800-332-3402. 

Math  Project  Will  Train  Teachers 
for  Regional  Leadership 

A  grant  from  the  National  Science  Foundation  will  be  used  to 
train  1 00  elementary  teachers  to  become  regional  mathematics 
leaders  capable  of  offering  inservice  workshops  throughout  the 
state. 

The  cooperative  program,  Excellence  for  Montana  Math- 
ematics Education  (EMME),  is  cosponsored  by  the  Montana 
Council  of  Teachers  of  Mathematics,  the  Office  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion and  the  Montana  University  System. 

Teachers  may  apply  to  attend  summer  training  workshops  at 
the  University  of  Montana  or  Montana  State  University  to  fur- 
ther develop  their  mathematics  background,  gain  leadership 
skills  and  learn  ways  to  integrate  new  technology  and  mate- 
rials into  math  teaching.  Participants  will  receive  a  stipend  and 
living  and  travel  expenses  during  the  six-week  course.  The 
following  school  year,  teachers  will  offer  regional  or  local 
workshops  throughout  the  state. 

School  districts  looking  for  quality  inservice  programs  to 
meet  the  Board  of  Public  Education's  professional  development 
requirement  will  find  these  trained  leaders  invaluable.  Districts 
seeking  ways  to  use  their  funds  from  the  federal  math/science 
program  will  also  be  interested  in  EMME-lrained  teachers. 

Additional  information  and  application  forms  are  available 
from  Dan  Dolan,  Office  of  Public  Instruction,  State  Capitol, 
Helena,  MT  59620. 

Youth  Leadership  Scholarship 

Schools  which  received  application  forms  for  student  par- 
ticipation in  the  annual  Hugh  O'Brian  Youth  Foundation 
seminar  at  Indianapolis  next  Aug.  1-9  have  until  November  14 
to  file  those  applications. 

The  purpose  of  the  foundation  is  to  recognize  leadership 
potential  in  high  school  sophomores.  The  seminar  focuses  on 
politics  and  the  free  enterprise  system. 

The  program  is  endorsed  by  the  Council  of  Chiel  Slate  .School 
Officers,  American  Association  of  School  Administrators,  Na 
tional  Catholic  Education  Association,  national  PTA,  National 
School  Boards  Association  and  the  )oint  Council  on  Economic 
Education. 


Inservice  Credit  Bears  Scrutiny 

The  Center  for  Innovation  in  Education,  Inc.,  based  in  Sara- 
toga, California,  has  asked  to  offer  its  "Math  Their  Way"  course 
in  Montana  for  inservice  credit.  OPl's  Certification  Office  has 
said  that  the  course  must  receive  full  approval  from  a  regional 
accrediting  association  before  credits  are  accepted  for  certifica- 
tion. 

OPl  recommended  several  procedures  foi  offering  the  work 
shop:  have  a  college  sponsor  it  so  that  a  participant  might  ob- 
tain credits  th'-ough  the  college;  have  a  school  district  sponsor 
it  and  seek  OPI  approval  in  advance,  using  the  inservice 
equivalency  procedure;  or  have  the  participant  use  the  Board  of 
Public  Education's  individual  equivalency  procedure  by  having 
OPI  approve  the  course  in  advance.  The  Center  took  this  pro- 
cedure under  advisement  and  will  notify  participants  accord- 
ingly. 

Several  teachers  have  taken  this  and  other  workshops 
without  following  one  of  these  procedures  and  have  thus  been 
unable  to  use  the  credits  for  certificate  renewal.  Before  you  take 
any  credits  for  renewal,  be  sure  that  the  college  is  fully  ac- 
credited or  one  of  the  procedures  outlined  above  is  followed. 

Conferences:  Effective  Teaching  and  Preparing 
Students  for  Work 

The  Northwest  Regional  Education  Laboratory  (NWREL)  of 
Portland,  Oregon,  is  sponsoring  two  conferences  of  interest  to 


educators. 

Effective  teaching  is  the  focus  of  NWREL's  "It's  All  About 
Teaching"  conference,  November  18-19  in  Portland.  On  the 
agenda  are  "What  Makes  Us  Professional,"  a  dialogue  by 
Teachers  of  the  Year  from  the  Northwest  region,  and  a  panel 
that  gives  students'  perspectives  on  effective  teachers.  The  con- 
ference will  also  feature  workshops  on  teaching  styles,  peer 
coaching  and  innovative  practices. 

"Work  Now  and  in  the  Future"  is  the  theme  of  NWREL's 
November  20-21  regional  conference  for  persons  concerned 
about  preparing  tomorrow's  workers  for  emerging  employer 
demands  and  job  requirements.  The  conference  will  be  held  in 
Portland  and  is  cosponsored  by  NWREL,  the  National  Alliance 
of  Business,  Education  Commission  of  the  States  and  the  Na- 
tional Center  for  Research  in  Vocational  Education. 

For  information  on  both  conferences,  contact  NWREL,  300 
SW  6th  Ave.,  Portland,  OR  97204  (1-800-547-6339). 

Dates  to  Remember 

Nov.  11-17       National  Children's  Book  Week 

Nov.  1 7-23       American  Education  Week 

Nov.  25-26       Board  of  Public  Education 
Helena  (444-6576) 


Missing  Children  Information 


The  following  is  the  State  Department  of  lustice's  most  current  list  of  missing  Montana  children  and  teenagers 
(17  years  and  under).  For  details  on  the  Missing  Children  Program,  call  Bill  Erwin,  Department  of  Justice,  Helena 
(444-3625). 

DATE  OF 
NAME  RACE  SEX  HEIGHT  WEIGHT  BIRTH  AGE  HAIR  EYE       CITY 


Alexander,  Mark  L. 

W 

M 

6'0" 

140 

Crame,  Shannon  R. 

W 

F 

5-4" 

115 

Marshall,  Nyleen  K. 

W 

F 

3'2" 

29 

Strutzel,  Michael  ). 

W 

M 

3'0" 

30 

092260 
052068 
091878 
120481 


16 

BRO 

17 

BIN 

7 

BRO 

4 

BLN 

BRO  lefferson  Co.  SO 

BLU  Lincoln  Co.  SO 

BLU  lefferson  Co.  SO 

BLU  Butte/Silver  Bow 

PD  =  Police  Department 
SO  =  Sheriff's  Office 
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